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North American Aviation F86E Sabre Specifications 
Length                  37' 6"
Wingspan             37' 1"
Power                   General Electric J-47 GE13, 52,000 lb of thrust
Performance        695 mph
Armament            Armament: 
  Guns:                  6 X 0.50 in M3 Browning machine guns  
 Rockets:             Variety of rocket launchers
Bombs:               5'300 GP of bombs on four external hardpoints

North American 
F-86E Sabre

Featuring the markings of Major John F Bolt

North American 
F-86E Sabre

The North American Aviation (NAA) F86 Sabre was America’s first swept wing fighter 
jet. Best known as the gun slinger in the skies over Korea, it was this fighter that 
would prove successful against the Soviet swept wing Mig 15. With the success of the 
P51 Mustang, NAA wanted to duplicate that with their new design of fighter jet. The 
new design was a radical change in direction, taking advantage of German swept 
wing research developed during the WWII. The result was a fighter that could pack a 
punch with it’s powerful six .50 calibre machine guns and carry a bomb load of 5'300lb 
on four external hardpoints. The tail section also was very unique with it’s complete 
horizontal stabilizer acting as an elevator instead of the conventual stabilizer-elevator 
arrangement.
  First flight of the F86 Sabre was October 1, 1947 with production following quickly 
thereafter. The F86 Sabre would be the primary fighter in the Korean conflict accounting 
for the highest percentage of enemy aircraft being shot down. NAA had great success 
with exports of the F86 Sabres. Many countries would use the them as their main 
defensive fighter. F86 Sabres would also be built under licence in Australia and 
Canada. Canadair of Montreal would contribute just over 1,800 airframes to the 
total production. Many consider the Canadian built, Oranda powered Sabre to be the 
finest example of the aircraft. Most F86 Sabres were retired from service by the early 
1970's with the Republic of Korea Air Force being the last to retire them in 1990. 
  Many examples of the aircraft can be seen in museums around the world. There are a 
hand full of airworthy F86 Sabres maintained by special interest groups and museums. 
  The decals included in this kit are from Major John F Bolts Canadian built Mk.2 Sabre 
of the 39th Fighter Interceptor Squadron. He remains the only U.S. Marine to achieve 
ace status in two wars and was also the only Marine jet fighter ace.      
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Final assembly   
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Recommended Tools:
Hobby Knife, Scissors, White Glue, 220 grit sandpaper 

Building tips:
All parts will be a tight fit. If you find a part is too tight give it a bit of a sanding with 220 grit sandpaper. 
DO NOT FORCE PARTS. A hobby knife is suggested to cut the pieces from the part tree but most 
parts will break free easily. We recommend removing the burnt edge left by the laser with 220 grit 
sandpaper. This makes it easier for painting also it makes for a better appearance, especially if you 
are going to leave the model in it’s natural wood state. Although the model is designed to be assembled 
without glue, we do suggest gluing your model together. Note d parts that are not to be glued. indicate
Any black substance that gets on your hands is non toxic and can be removed with soap and water
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 To display in flight leave landing gear and doors off 

Ready for paint and decals
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Applying decals

Make sure your hands are clean before applying decals. Avoid contact 
with the adhesive as this can cause the decal to loose some of its 
adhesion. Decals will adhere better to a smooth clean surface so we 
do recommend painting your model for best results.

   

Cut out each decals as close to 
the edge as possible. Only cut 
out decals as needed.

For the large decals, remove 
about a 1/4" of the backing and 
cut off with scisors.

Tools needed to apply decals
Scissors 

Utility knife

Note:
Paint entire aircraft gold before
applying decals.

For small decals you may use a small 
utility knife to remove them from the 
backing and place in position.

Decals should be placed into position in numerical order. You 
will need to remove all wings to apply the side decal.

Take your time.   

Place the exposed section on 
the surface making sure that 
your decal is properly aligned 
on the part. Peel and cut 
backing off in stages.

Slowly remove the backing 
making sure the decal is staying 
aligned on the surface.
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For decal 10, place black nose tip 
onto the top of the intake and wrap 
around nose inserting into the intake. 
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Aluminum decal set
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Place white sheet decals into 
position using the printed lines 

on the aluminum decal
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Colour Scheme of F86E Sabre FU-852
“Darling Dottie” Flown by Major John Bolt 

Suggested colours by Tamiya Model Paints
1  Aluminum Xf16 
    All upper and lower surfaces
    Outer side of landing gear doors
    All landing gear struts
    Inside of intake
    Drop tanks
2  Black XF1
    Wheels   
3  Olive Drab XF62  
    Inside of Landing gear doors
4  Yellow X8
    Edge touch up 

Note:
Model should be painted before 
adding decals. Paint entire plane
Aluminum.
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